TRASH CUISINE

A Belarus Free Theatre production co-produced with the
Young Vic and presented in partnership with LIFT

Pleasance Grand, Pleasance Courtyard, 60 Pleasance, Edinburgh, EHT 9T]
3.30pm, Monday 19th August - Monday 26t August 2013

Welcome to the Capital Punishment Café!

Our chef’s specials today include electrocution, hanging and lethal injection. And save some

room for dessert, because we’ve got firing squad and stoning. Can | take your order?

Internationally acclaimed and fearlessly inventive Belarus Free Theatre are bringing Trash
Cuisine to the Edinburgh Fringe, challenging the use of capital punishment in modern society.
Drawn from conversations with executioners, human rights lawyers, prison inmates and their
families and re-told in Belarus Free Theatre’s inimitable style, Trash Cuisine is urgent theatre

that pierces the imagination with moments of darkest humour.

In 2013, Belarus remains the last country in Europe with the death penalty, in common with 94
other countries across the world. Banned from performing openly in their home country,
Belarus Free Theatre present a hard-hitting new work that interweaves real-life testimonies
with extracts from Shakespeare’s tragedies, live music and dance to challenge the rationale
behind capital punishment’s continued use. Researched over five years, Trash Cuisine shares
harrowing stories from Thai and Belarusian executioners, a man who endured decades in prison
on false grounds and human rights lawyers who watched defendants face the electric chair, to
build an unforgettable picture of the violence and cruelty authorised by governments across the

world.

Belarus Free Theatre aim to raise awareness of subjects which don’t often get the attention they
deserve. This is provocative, daring and unforgettable theatre from a fearless company.
Theatre is their only means of having a voice against a horrific dictatorship yet their shows are

courageous and infused with life.

Trash Cuisine was originally developed and presented at Stadsshouwberg, Amsterdam and co-
produced by the European Cultural Foundation. Researched with support from Amnesty

International. Supported by: The Pleasance Theatre Trust.



Notes to Editors

Title Trash Cuisine

Performance Dates  3.30pm, Monday 19" — Monday 26™" August 2013

Running time 1 hour 30 minutes with no interval.

Location Pleasance Grand, Pleasance Courtyard, 60 Pleasance, Edinburgh, EHT 9T)
Twitter @BFreeTheatre

Box Office Tickets are available from www.edinburghfestivals.co.uk/events/trash-

cuisine. Weekend: £15 (£13 — concession). Mid-week: £13.50 (£11.50 —

concession). Early week: £12 (£10 — concession)

Notes This performance includes full male and female nudity and scenes of a
distressing nature. Recommended age: 14+. Trash Cuisine is performed

in English.

London Run Trash Cuisine is at the Young Vic:
Thursday 30" May — Saturday 15% June 2013
Performances: 7,45pm, Monday to Saturday (Weds 5™ June at 7pm)
Tickets: £19.50, £10. Box Office: www.youngvic.org or 020 7922 2922

Billing

Performers/Devisers Viktoryia Biran
Pavel Radak Haradnitski
Siarhei Kvachonak
Esther Mugambi
Stephanie Pan
Aleh Sidorchyk
Nastassia Shcherbak
Philippe Spall
Arkadiy Yushin
Director Nicolai Khalezin
Concept/Stage Design/Costume Natalia Kaliada and Nicolai Khalezin
Original Composition Arkadiy Yushin
Choreography Bridget Fiske


http://www.edinburghfestivals.co.uk/events/trash-cuisine
http://www.edinburghfestivals.co.uk/events/trash-cuisine
http://www.youngvic.org/

Additional Music
Written by
Additional Contributions

Production Manager

Lighting

Sound

Set Designer

Set Construction/Design

Stage Manager/Artistic Contribution
Assistant Stage Manager

Translator in Development

Producer

Stephanie Pan

Natalia Kaliada and Nicolai Khalezin

Stephanie Pan, Aleh Sidorchyk, Philippe Spall and Clive

Stafford-Smith

Tom Cotterill

Andrew Crofts

Sam Evans

Yuri Kaliada

Alwin Monopoli

Nadia Brodskaya and Svetlana Sugako
Kiryl Kanstantsinau

Olga Moskaleva

Natalia Kaliada and Nicolai Khalezin

Producer and Researcher Fenella Dawnay

Belarus Free Theatre

Belarus Free Theatre was founded in 2005 in Europe’s last surviving dictatorship by husband and
wife team Natalia Kaliada and Nicolai Khalezin and joined shortly afterwards by Vladimir
Shcherban. All company members have at one time been arrested, lost their jobs, been forced
into hiding or exile, for making theatre. Belarus Free Theatre have a home at the Young Vic
where they create new work with British, Belarusian and international actors, whilst continuing
the work of their permanent ensemble based in Minsk. They also train students at the theatre
laboratory, Fortinbras, based on their theatre method ‘Total Immersion’ that they taught at the
DasArts (Amsterdam School of Arts), CalArts (California Institute of Arts), ENSATT in Lyon, Elon
University, Rome Academy of Drama Arts, Nottingham Playhouse, Almeida Theatre and in
countries including Rwanda, Uganda and Ghana. Belarus Free Theatre have a fearless and
distinctive voice and are renowned for challenging social and political issues in the work they

create. They have performed in five continents around the world.

Past works include: King Lear in Belarusian for Shakespeare’s Globe; Minsk 2011: A Reply to
Kathy Acker (Young Vic and UK tour) — winner of the 2011 Fringe First Award; OBIE award-
winning and Drama Desk nominated Being Harold Pinter, Discover Love and Zone of Silence
(Public Theatre and LaMama). Their Global Artistic Campaign has attracted the support of
hundreds of artists internationally including Vaclav Havel, Mick Jagger, Jude Law, Kevin Spacey,

Steven Spielberg and Tom Stoppard.



Natalia Kaliada

Natalia Kaliada is co-artistic director and producer of Belarus Free Theatre with her husband
Nicolai Khalezin. Kaliada has been detained three times for participation in peaceful political
and theatrical activities. She was the first person to be detained at a street protest against
enforced disappearances in Belarus and was convicted for publishing the Monitoring of Human
Rights on the Internet. Her father, Professor Andrei Kaliada, was dismissed from the Academy of
the Arts for cooperation with Belarus Free Theatre and was physically attacked as a result; the
criminal investigation case into this was dismissed. She has co-produced all Belarus Free
Theatre productions with Nicolai Khalezin, including the latest King Lear for the ‘Globe to Globe’
Festival as part of the Cultural Olympics in London and Trash Cuisine.

Nicolai Khalezin

Nicolai Khalezin is a playwright, director and journalist. He co-founded Belarus Free Theatre
alongside his wife Natalia Kaliada in March 2005. His plays are forbidden from being staged in
Belarus. Nicolai is the author of 11 plays including Generation Jeans and Here | Am and has won
numerous awards recognizing his contribution to humanitarian theatre. Under Belarus Free
Theatre he has presented his work at festivals in Riga, Helsinki, Moscow, Paris, Munich,

Stockholm, St. Etienne, Warsaw.

All enquiries, high res images and further information:
Chloé Nelkin, Chloé Nelkin Consulting

E: chloe@chloenelkinconsulting.com, M: 07764 273 219
W: www.chloenelkinconsulting.com

To book review tickets for this show, please contact the Pleasance Press Office:

E: press@pleasance.co.uk
T:0131 556 6557


http://www.chloenelkinconsulting.com/
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