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Manual Cinema’s Frankenstein
Underbelly Bristo Square (McEwan Hall), Teviot Place, Edinburgh, EH8 9AG
Wednesday 31st July – Monday 26th August 2019 (not 12th), 14:45
Returning to the Fringe with an exciting UK premiere, Manual Cinema (Ada/Ava, Lula del Ray)
find a special affinity with Mary Shelley’s gothic story about the reanimation of obsolete
materials. Creating their own Frankenstein, against the backdrop of Shelley’s own fascinating
and little-told biography, Manual Cinema create a silent movie in front of our eyes.
In their extraordinary trademark style, Manual Cinema use overhead projectors, over 500
shadow puppets, actors in silhouette, and live music to bring this enthralling production to life
as a piece of live cinema. In the original novel, the story is told in a series of narrative frames
with each frame narrated by a different character. In this ingenious adaptation, each frame of
the story is told through a different cinematic genre. Like the Creature itself, the production is a
pastiche of different visual idioms scavenged from a century of cinema.
The production also uniquely weaves Mary Shelley’s own biography and how she came to write
a novel of such enduring relevance. It introduces her baby, whose essence can be found
throughout Shelley’s story of creation and abandonment.
Director Drew Dir comments, I grew up watching the classic Boris Karloff Frankenstein on VHS
tapes, and I'd always wanted to give that story the Manual Cinema treatment. It's perfect for
our medium: a gothic setting, a mythic story, and a rich cinematic legacy on which to draw.
What surprised us was that we began sneaking more and more of Mary Shelley's biography into
our adaptation, especially aspects of birth and motherhood that underpin her original novel.
Our goal was to pay tribute to Frankenstein's cinematic forebears while situating it in the
context of the author's life, giving the story a new spark of life, so to speak. I'm excited to share
this with our audiences at Edinburgh and to perform the show in the shadow of an actual castle.

Page | 1

Notes to Editors
Title

Manual Cinema’s Frankenstein

Performance Dates

Wednesday 31st July – Monday 26th August (not 12th), 14:45

Running Time

75 minutes

Location

Underbelly Bristo Square (McEwan Hall), Teviot Place, Edinburgh, EH8 9AG

Box Office

Tickets are available from www.underbellyedinburgh.co.uk
or 03333 444 167.
Previews: £7
Weekday: £13.50 (£12.50)
Weekend: £15.50 (£14.50)

Concept

Drew Dir

Devised by

Drew Dir, Sarah Fornace and Julia VanArsdale Miller

Original Music and Sound Designer

Ben Kauffman and Kyle Vegter

Puppet Designer

Lizi Breit and Drew Dir

Projections and Scenic Designer

Davonte Johnson

Costume and Wig Designer

Mieka van der Ploeg

Lighting Designer

Claire Chrzan

Video mixing and Live Sound Effects

Kyle Vegter

Sound Engineer

Mike Usrey

Puppeteers

Sarah Fornace (Victor Frankenstein, Mary Shelley); Julia VanArsdale
Miller (The Creature); Leah Casey; Sara Sawicki; Myra Su

Musicians

Zachary Good (clarinets and aux percussion); Deidre Huckabay (flutes,
aux percussion, piano); Lia Kohl (cello, aux percussion, vocals); Peter
Ferry (percussion)

Twitter

@ManualCinema, #frankenstein, #itsalive, @followthecow

Notes

Ages 8+

All enquiries, high res images and further information:
Chloé Nelkin, Chloé Nelkin Consulting
E: chloe@chloenelkinconsulting.com, M: 07764 273 219
W: www.chloenelkinconsulting.com
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