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PITCH 

Pleasance Courtyard (Above), 60 Pleasance, Edinburgh, EH8 9TJ 

 

Wednesday 2nd – Monday 28th August 2023 (not 9th, 16th, 23rd), 15:45 
 
Pitch is a bold and joyful exploration of the relationship between football and the queer 

community.  Winner of the Pleasance’s Charlie Hartill Fund, it will dig under the surface of the 

world’s most popular sport to celebrate the connectivity it can bring while giving a voice to 

those who still have to hide their identity when in a stadium. 

 

Football is a language spoken internationally but the relationship between football and the 

LQBTQIA+ community is complex and compelling – for some it’s euphoric, for some it’s 

dysphoric.  In the wake of the Qatar World Cup, and when 30% of football fans admitted that 

they’d find two men kissing at a match uncomfortable, Pitch imagines a future in which queer 

representation in football is more than just a debate over a rainbow armband.  

 

Drawing inspiration from dance, drag and lip sync and combining this with research and 

interviews, Pitch blends documentary storytelling and devised theatre to investigate what it 

means to watch, play and love the beautiful game. 

 

Nell Bailey comments, Pitch was inspired by the joy of making a queer group of friends while 

watching the Women’s Euros.  It’s a show about community, made by our community, with a 

collaborative process at its core.  Any football fan can tell you that the feeling of being in the 

stands, crammed with thousands of other people, is an incredible experience.  But for those of us 

who haven’t always found our place comfortably in a stadium, we want to explore why.  In a 

sport that has the capacity to silence as well as champion queer identities, we are interested in 

giving a voice to any and all whose sexuality has affected their relationship to the game. 
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Notes to Editors 

 

Title   Pitch 

 

Performance Dates Wednesday 2nd – Monday 28th August 2023 (not 9th, 16th, 23rd), 15:45 

 Captioned: Monday 13th and Monday 21st August 

 

Running Time  1 hour 

 

Location  Pleasance Courtyard (Above), 60 Pleasance, Edinburgh, EH8 9TJ 

 

Box Office  Tickets are available from www.pleasance.co.uk  

 Previews: £8 

Weekday: £15 (£13.50) 

Weekend: £16 (£14.50) 

 
Director Nell Bailey 

Writer Tatenda Shamiso 

Designer Ellie Roser 

Producer Sarah Verghese Productions, November Theatre and The Pleasance 

Cast Ethan Pascal Peters 

Eleanor Rattenbury 

Meg Lewis 

Elijah Harris 

Elizabeth Hope 

 

Notes Ages 14+, contains references to homophobia and transphobia 

 

Twitter   @NovTheatre @Sarah.JordanV #PitchPlay 

Instagram  @NovemberTheatre @Sarah.Jordan.Verghese 

 

 

 

All enquiries, high res images and further information: 
 

Chloé Nelkin Consulting 
E: edinburgh@chloenelkinconsulting.com, M: 07764 273 219 (Chloé) 
W: www.chloenelkinconsulting.com  

http://www.pleasance.co.uk/
mailto:edinburgh@chloenelkinconsulting.com
http://www.chloenelkinconsulting.com/

